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desire, that in setting forth the benefits con- | obedience and fear, be ascribed; and to the 
ferred upon us through the Scriptures, our | Holy Scriptures the second place, as a means 
members may be very ‘careful not to be drawn | for which we are bound to be humbly thank- 
into the adoption of sentiments, or the use of | ful to him, and diligently to improve by the 
terms or phrases, common with many in our | assistance of his Spirit, to our everlasting ad- 
day, which ascribe to the Scriptures, instead | vantage. 

of the Spirit of Christ, the office of bringing | 
the soul under a sense of the exceeding sinful- views, and with the danger of being drawn 
ness of sia, of enlightening and converting it, | away from a clear and full acknowledgment 


of unfolding all the duties it is required to|of our doctrine herein, we are engaged to 
| perform, and bringing it to the saving know- | revive the following passages from the Apo- 
ledge of God and Cc hrist. 


| logy, viz. :— 
We believe the Holy Scriptures to be the * From these revelations of the Spirit of 
words of God, written by holy men, as they | 


God to the saints, have proceeded the Scrip- 
were moved by the Holy Ghost ; but to the| tures of Truth, which contain a faithful histo- 
Saviour of mew, and not to the Bible, belong | 


Impressed with the importance of these 


| the titles of the Word of God, the Bread of | 

Our religious Society has always believed | Life, and the Light. It is He only, who can 
that the Holy Scriptures were written by Di-| impart to the soul the sincere milk of the| 
vine inspiration, and contain a declaration of| word, and the bread and water of life; who 


| rical account of the actings of God’s people in 
|divers ages, with many singular providences 
| attending them; a prophetical account of 
several things, whereof some are already past 
land some yet to come ; also an ample account 





all the fundamental doctrines and principles | reveals himself and the Divine law in the|of all the chief principles of the doctrine of 
relating to eternal life and salvation; and that | hearts of his humble and obedient children; | Christ, held forth in divers precious declara- 


whatsoever doctrine or practice is contrary to|and if we would partake of the benefits of| tions and exhortations, which, by the moving 
them, is to be rejected as false and erroneous: 


that they are a declaration of the mind and 
will of God in, and to the several ages in 
which they were written, and are obligatory 
on us, and are to be read, believed and ful- | 


| gospel truth, and come to that knowledge of| of God’s Spirit, were upon sundry occasions 


the Supreme Being and his beloved Son, | spoken and written unto some churches and 
which is saving, it is indispensably necessary | their pastors. 


that we draw near to Him, through the Spi- | 
| rit, who is the way, the truth, and the life. 


. . . . . | 
filled through the assistance of Divine grace.|So far from any advantage arising from set- 


We esteem it an unspeakable favour that it| 


ting the Holy Scriptures above their true | 


Nevertheless, because they 
are only a declaration of the Fountain, and 
not the Fountain itself, they are not to be 
| esteemed the principal ground of all truth and 
| knowle 2dge, nor yet the adequate primary rule 


has pleased the Lord to preserve them to us, ‘place, and that which they claim for them-| 
and the more we come under the government | selves, we believe that it is productive of se- 
of the same spirit which inspired the holy | rious injury, and may tend to withdraw the 
men who wrote them, the more truly shall | faith and attention of the visited soul from the 
we prize them, and delight to read and | inward appearance and teachings of Christ, 
meditate upon the precious truths they con-|the incorruptible Seed and W ord of God, by 
tain. whom alone we can be quickened, regener- | 
It continues to be our unabated concern to| ated, and made alive unto God. 
encourage all our members to practice the| In the progress of this great work, he is 
frequent perusal of them, with their hearts} often pleased to make use of the sacred re- 
turned to the Lord, that so he may be pleased | cords as a means to instruct, encourage and 


to open their undgaefandings to receive that | comfort the awakened mind ; whieh, however, 


spiritual benefit which he designs they should|is not to turn its attention to them as the | 
convey, whether it be in doctrine, correction, | guide, and the source of Divine light and life, | 


reproof or instruction in righteousness, that | but to draw it unto himself, that it may have 
the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly | life, and experience the fulfilment of the pro- 
furnished unto all good works. We also ex-| mise, “ All thy children shall be taught of the 
hort parents and those who have the care of| Lord, and great shall be the peace of thy 
children, to educate them in the knowledge of children.” « Search the Scriptures,” 
the Scriptures, which plainly set forth the| blessed Lord, to the unbelieving Jews, * for in 
miraculous birth, holy life, wonderful works, | them ye think ye have eternal ‘life ; ; and they 


meritorious death, resurrection, glorious as-|are they which testify of me ; but 


cension, mediation and intercession of our|come unto me, that ye might have life.” It 


Lord Jesus Christ, their Saviour and Re-|is our sincere engagement that we may be 
deemer, and &lso the blessed gift of his light | individually concerned to hold and use all the 
and grace, freely dispensed to every man to| gifts, and the means, which our heavenly 
profit withal, Father has graciously provided for our con- 


While we thus highly value those sacred| version and furtherance in the way of life 
records, and recommend them to the diligent | 


attention of all, we also feel jealous for the| That to Him, and to his beloved Son, and to 


honour of our Lord and Master, and for the|the word of his grace, the first and highest | 


glory of the gospel dispensation ; and it is our| place and honour, may ever, with all humility, 


said our | 


ye will not | 


and salvation, in due reverence and esteem. | 


of faith and manners. Yet because they give 
|a true and faithful testimony of the first foun- 
| dation, they are, and may be esteemed a se- 
condary rule, subordinate to the Spirit, from 
which they have all their excellency and cer- 
| tainty. For as by the inward testir nony of 
\the Spirit we do ‘alone truly know them, so 
they testify that the Spirit is that guide by 
which the saints are led into all truth ; there- 
fore, according to the Scriptures, the Spirit is 
the first and principal leader. Seeing then 
we do reeeive and believe the Scriptures, 
because they proceeded from the Spirit, for 
the same reason is the Spirit more originally 
and principally the rule. 

“Though then we do acknowledge the 
Scriptures to be very heavenly and Divine 
writings, and the use of them to be very com- 
fortable and necessary to the church of 
| Christ; and admire, and give praises to the 
| Lord for his wonderful providence in preser- 
ving these writings so pure and uncorrupted 
as we have them, through so long a night of 
apostacy, to be a testimony of his truth 
against the wickedness and abominations even 
of those whom he made instrumental in pre- 
serving them, so that they have kept them to 
be a witness against themselves ; yet we may 
not call them the principal Fountain of all 
truth and knowledge, nor yet the first ade- 
quate rule of faith and manners, because the 
principal Fountain of truth, must be the 
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Truth itself, whose certainty and authority | most needful for a Christian to know, viz. >| 


depend not upon another. | whether he really be in the faith and an heir 
“If by the Spirit we can only come to the | of salvation or not, the Scripture can give him 


true knowledge of God ;—if by the Spirit we | no certainty in, neither can it bea rule to him. | 


are to be led into all truth, and so be taught | That this knowledge i is exceedingly desirable 
of all things; then the Spirit and not the | and comfortable all do unanitmously acknow- 
Scriptures, is the foundation and ground of all | ledge; besides, it is especially commanded, 


truth and knowledge, and the primary rule of |* Examine yourselves whether ye be in the/i 
faith and manners. ‘The very nature of the! faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not) 


gospel declareth that the Scriptures cannot be | your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in 
the only and chief rule of Christians, else there | you, except ye be reprobates! ‘ Wherefore, 
would be no difference between the law and | the rather, brethren, give all diligence to 


the gospel. 

“ ‘There are numberless things with regard 
to their circumstances which particular Chris- 
tians may be concerned in, for which there 


can be no particular rule had in the Scrip- | 


tures; therefore the Scriptures cannot be a 
rule to them [in those things.] As for in- 
stance, some are called to the ministry of the 
word: Paul says there was a necessity laid 


upon him to preach the gospel, and woe is) 


unto me if I preach it not. If it be necessary 
that there be now ministers of the church, as 
well as then, there is the same necessity upon 
some more than upon others to occupy this 
place ; which necessity, as it may be incum- 
bent upon some particular persons, the Scrip- 
tures neither doth nor can declare. 

“If it be said the qualifications of a minis- 
ter are found in the Scriptures, and by apply- 
ing these qualifications to myself, I may 
know whether I be fit for such a place or not, 
I answer; The qualifications of a bishop or 
minister, as they are mentioned both in the 
Epistle to Timothy and that to Titus, are 
such as may be found in a private Christian, 
yea, which ought, in some measure, to be in 
every true Christian; so that this giveth a 
man no certainty. Every capacity to an office 
gives me not a sufficient call to it. Again ; | 
by what rule shall I judge if I be so qualified ? 
How do I know that I am sober, meek, holy, 


harmless? Is it not the testimony of the Spirit | 


make your calling and election sure. Now] 

| say, what Scripture rule can assure me that I 
have true faith, and that my calling and elec- 
| tion are sure 7” 

After examining various suggestions, he 
says :— 

** Moreover the Scripture itself, wherein 
we are so earnestly pressed to seck this as- 
surance, does not at all affirm itself a rule suf- 
ficient to give it, but wholly ascribeth it to the 
Spirit. * "The Spirit itself beareth witness 
with our spirit that we are the children of 
God.’ ¢ Hereby know we that we dwell in 
him, and he in us, because he hath given 
us of his Spirit.’ ‘And it is the Spirit that 
beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth.’ | 

“If it then be asked whether I think here- 
by to render the Scriptures altogether uncer- 
tain and useless, I answer, not at all: Pro- 
vided, that to the Spirit, from which they 
came, be granted that place which the Scrip- 





| tures themselves give it, 1 do freely concede to | 


the Scriptures the second place, even whatso- 
ever they say of themselves, which the Apx S- 
tle Paul chie fly mentions in two places, Viz, 
‘ Whatsoever things were written aforetime, 
were written for our learning, that we, through 
patience and comfort of the Scriptures, might 
have hope.’ * The Holy Scriptures are able 
‘to make wise unto salvation, through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 


in my conscience that must assure me hereof?| for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 


And suppose I was qualified and called, yet 
what Scripture rule shall inform me whether | 


t} instruction in righteousness, that the man of | 


God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 


it be my duty to preach in this or in that| unto all good works.” 


place, in France or England, Holland or Ger- | 


many? Whether I shall take up my time in 
confirming the faithful, reclaiming heretics, 
or converting infidels, as also in writing 
Epistles to this or thatchurch? The genera! 
rules of the Scriptures to be diligent i in my 
duty ; to do all to the glory of God, and for 


“* Secondly—God hath seen meet that here- 
in we should see, as in a looking-glass, the 
conditions and experiences of the saints of old 
that finding our experience to answer to theirs, 
we might thereby be the more confirmed and | 
comforted, and our hope of obtaining the same | 


lend strengthened ; that observing “the provi- | 


the good of his church, can give me no light | dences attending them—seeing “the snares | 


in this thing ; seeing two differ ‘rent things may 
both have a respect to that way; yet I may 





they were liable to, and beholding their de- 
liverances, we may thereby be made wise unto 


commit a great error, and offence in age eee 7 and seasonably reproved and in- 


the one, when I am called to the other. 


| structed in righteousness. ‘This is the great 


Paul, when his face was turned by the bacaloelh of the Scriptures, and their service to 
toward Jerusalem, had gone back to Achaia | us, that we may witness them fulfilled in us, 


or Macedonia, he might have supposed he | 


could have done God more acceptable service 
in preaching and confirming the churches, 
than in being shut up in prison in Judea ; but 
would God have been pleased herewith ? Nay 
—certainly. Obedience is better than sacri- 
fice, and it is not our doing that which is good | 
simply, that pleaseth God, but that good which 
he willeth us to do. 

“ Moreover, that which, of all things, is 


and so discern the stamp of God’s Spirit and 


re ays upon them, by the inward acquaintance 


we have with the same Spirit and work in our 
hearts, The prophecies of the Scriptures are 


also very comfortable and profitable to us, as| 


the same Spirit enlightens us to observe them | 
fulfilled and to be fulfilled. In all this it is to| 
be observed, that it is only the spiritual man | 
that can make a right use of them: they are 
able to make the man of God perfect; so it 


is not the natural man. And whatscever was 
written aforetime was written for our comfort 
j—our, that is, for the believers, or for the 
saints; concerning such the apostle speaks. 
Peter plainly declares, that the unstable and 
unlearned wrest them to their own destruc- 
ition. These were they who were unlearned 
in the Divine and heavenly learning of the 
Spirit, not in human and school literature, in 
| which we may safely presume that Peter him- 
self, being a fisherman, had no skill.” 

In setting forth the use and service of the 
| Holy Scriptures to the church, as a secondary 
rule, subordinate to the Spirit of Truth, he 
| further says, “* We do look upon them as the 
only fit outward judge of controversies among 
Christians, and that whatsoever doctrine is 
contrary unto their testimony, may therefore 
justly be rejected as false. And for our parts 
we are very willing that all our doctrines and 
practices be tried ‘by them; which we never 
refused, nor ever shall, in all controversies 
with our adversaries, as the judge and test. 
We shall also be very willing to admit itas a 
positive certain maxim, that whatsoever any 
do, pretending to the Spirit, which is contrary 
to the Scriptures, be accounted and reckoned 
|a delusion of the devil. For as we never lay 
claim to the Spirit’s leadings, that we may 
cover ourselves in any thing that is evil, so 
|we know that as every evil contradicts the 
Scriptures, so it doth also the Spirit in the 
first place from which the Scriptures came, 
and whose motions can never contradict one 
another, though they may appear sometimes 

to be contradictory to the blind eye of the 
inatural man.” 





| 
| 


' 
(To be continued.) 


—= 
From a late Foreign Journal. 


Tenacity of the Reproductive Principle in 
some Seeds, &c. 


(Concladed from page 180.) 


Seeds are also known to preserve the 
germinating power, and plants are known 
to flourish, in circumstances which all ana- 
| logy would show to be calculated to de- 
jstroy them. A lake dries up, and immedi- 
,|ntely a crop of plants spring from seeds 
\long kept dormant in the mud at the bot- 
tom. What is called red Snow consists of a 
\cryptogmatic plant, which, of course, resists 
the effects of a temperature below the freez- 
ing point. The ulva thermalis luxuriates in 
springs on the vergeof the ebullition of water, 
and the vifex agnus castus will grow with its 
roots sustained in hot water. The roots of 
ginger that had been previously scalded burst 
‘into vegetation on the voyage to England. A 
chara was found in the boiling springs and 
steam of the Geysers of Iceland not only in 
| flower, but perfecting its seeds. Kidney beans 
,after being exposed to the parching beat of an 
oven, grow well enough, and even malted bar- 
ley has been known to germinate. In one 
instance, the seeds of elder berries, after being 
| boiled, produced elder trees that are still 
| growing, and seeds from strawberry jam have 
produced plants and fruit. Sir John Herschel 
discovered that the seeds of the “ acacia- 
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lophanta” grew very well after being steeped 
for twelve hours in water at 140 degrees of 
Fahrenheit, and Ludwig found that those of a 
kind of cedar did not germinate until they had 
been first thoroughly boiled. In the island of 
Tanna, Forster found the soil within the pre- 
cincts of the volcano, though “ burning hot,” 
carpeted with flowers. In the Ozark moun- 
tains in North America, there is a chain of 
about seventy hot springs, some of them 
having a temperature as high as 148 to 151 
degrees, yet containing conferve and other 
vegetables. ‘The conferve have been found 
in other instances in water little less hot. A 
plant of phormium tenar (the celebrated New 
Zealand flax,) in one of the conservatories of 
the Jardin des Plantes, was in consequence 
of an extensive conflagration, apparently re- 
duced to a mass of charcoal; yet like the! 
vegetable phcenix, a new plant arose from its 
ashes, and now lives. An elder, near Matlock, | 
was cut down and placed under a stack, where, 
after remaining some time, it was reduced to) 
charcoal over a great part of its surface, in) 
consequence of a fire which seized the grain| 


when irtitated or wetted with water. Again, 
the opposite extreme of a temperature below 


the freezing point is sufficient to injure some | 


animals. 
remains in a lethargic state, buried in the 
earth, with its shell hermetically sealed up by 
a calcareous membrane. In some severe win- 
ters, as that of 1795, it has been found com- 
pletely frozen, and has yet revived on being 
exposed to a mild temperature.* During Sir 
John Ross’s voyage, thirty larve of moth 
named Laria Rossti were put in a box, and 
exposed to the winter temperature for three 


‘months; on being brought into the cabin, 


every one of them returned to life, and walked 
about. They were again exposed to a tem- 
perature of forty degrees below zero, and in- 
stantly became re-frozen; after a week, they 
were again brought into the cabin, when 





|fore they got as far as Baltimore. 


stances.” The want of food is obviously a 
consideration of not the least moment, when 
there is a complete suspension of that process 


From October to April the snail |of waste which food is required to supply. 


With regard to the preservation of vitality in 
seeds, nothing is required for it but a continu- 
ation of the organic character of the seed. 
The suspension of vital action in them depends, 
says Dr. Carpenter, “ on their not being sub- 
mitted to any of the agents which would call 
them into activity, or which would tend to dis- 
integrate their structure.” 


An escaped slave from Louisiana arrived in 


| this town last week, having travelled on foot 


the entire distance. A companion who started 
with him died of fatigue and exhaustion be- 


They 


twenty-three returned to lift. It was alse fully | travelled through the woods and by retired 
proven, that adders frozen so as to be brittle, ways, and suffered MUCH fvurshe laceration 
bees which, on the slightest pressure, would | of their feet. ‘The one who reached this town, 


crumble to dust, fishés enclosed in masses of 


ice (as was the case with some taken by Sir} 


Jobn Franklin from the Coppermine river,) 


in a state of hunger and fatigue, was very 
shy, and would not trust himself in any kind 
of vehicle, even with those who were disposed 


placed above it. It then became a gate-post, | all revive on being gradually thawed. Spal- | to give him assistance. Nor would he go into 


and in this situation budded, and soon was a) 


thriving tree once more, But even in the 
craters of Etna, amid sulphury vapour, and % 
temperature of 100 degrees, certain plants 
have been seen flourishing. | 


lanzani kept frogs, salamanders, and snakes in 
an ice-house for three years and a half, and 
they readily returned to life, when exposed to 
the influence of a warm atmosphere. On this 
subject, the following extract from the Bibli- 


a store to obtain something to eat. He was 
directed to the house of one of our clergymen, 
who kindly gave him some food, and assisted 
him on his way. He is probably now out of 
the reach of his owner, who, he says, was 





There is a similar tenacity of life in certain | othéeque Universelle (1840) seems authorita-|onee a member of Congress.—Bunkerhill 
of the humbler animals. Bomare found that| tive :— Aurora. 
eggs, afier having remained hermetically ex-| « In the winter of 1828-9, in Iceland, Ga- 
ad fi rin or three hundred! miz r at to \ slete : . 
eluded from air in a-wall for up miard found that toads could be completely Precept and Practice.—Cassius M. Clay, 
years, were quite fresh. The roe of fishes) frozen, so that ice lay in small pieces between ; ers 
: ons : : | has announced his determination to emanci- 
has been thoroughly dried, and preserved for| their muscles, their bodies became quite hard, | . : 
; o . er ‘ : | pate all his slaves in the present year. He 
a considerable time ; yet, when cast into water, | stiff and motionless, broke easily, and without | : wer, 
‘ “75 4 one ; : ; \is a very large slave-holder, and is said to be 
it has become pregnant with life. ‘The eggs|any effusion of blood, so that, in short, every | , Toe , 
err is ; ; ’ ’ | the richest man in Kentucky. It is generally 
of the slug, when dried by the rays of the|trace of life disappeared, and yet in ten or), eee , 
a” ow a , . ' : . | known that he has recently delivered several 
sun, or by artificial heat, shrivel up to minute twelve minutes they could be revived by im- | . 


ier 2 , ; : | powerful addresses in favour of the abolition 
points, only distinguishable by the micros-| mersing them in very slightly warmed water. | of slavery 





. . ‘ 5 . 
cope ; yet, if they be moistened by a shower|If they were too quickly frozen they did not 


of rain, or put into water, they are restored| revive.” When we find such to be the case, tea 

to their former plumpness, and do not lose | the incredulity which has been shown with Progress of Quarrels.—The first germs of 
their fertility. It has been found that, after | regard to the many reported instances of toads | the majority of the disunions of mankind are 
being treated eight times in this manner, the| found possessed of life in sandstone strata, generally sown by misconception, wrong in- 
eggs were hatched. The anadonta rubens,an| where they must have been entombed for | terpretations of conduct—hazarded, very pos- 
aquatic molluscous animal, will live eight| ages, appears to rest on no good foundation. | sibly, at moments of ill-humour—and the 
months after the water is dried up, aud even| Some of these instances have been well au-|whisperings and suggestions of suspicion, 
when constantly exposed to the rays of a ver-| thenticated ; and there is no difficulty in sup- | aroused, perhaps, without any cause. The 
tical sun. These singular facts explain the} posing that, if life will continue three and a | mutual coldness often turns at first upon paltry 
sudden appearance of the fry of fish, &c. in| half years in a frozey animal, it may last inde- \trifles; this feeling is then strengthened by 
pools, and uther collections of water, that have | finitely. Probably the toad was dormant or | absurd reports and statements ; the effects of 
been long dried up, as soon as the reservoirs|frozen when enclosed, and, being excluded | accident augment the evil. At last the false 
are replenished by rain. The silk has beeu| from the atmosphere, the prolongation of its pride of neither party will give way; each 
reeled off the cocoon of the silk-worm in boil-| life might be simply owing to the impossibility | must first see the other humbled; and thus, 
ing water, without killing the pupa within. | of any reviving influence ever reaching it ; so those perhaps who were completely adapted 
The larve of the museca chameleon sports| that, in fact, there was no necessary end to its | to mutually esteem and treasure each other, 
through the hot springs of the Bains de la| existence in such circumstances. The hardy | and possessed the means of rendering to one 
Loeche, and perishes in water at a lower tem- | vitality of these creatures, and the others men- | another essential services, part from each 
perature.* Humboldt relates an anecdote of] tioned above, is obviously connected with that | other’s company in aversion. And does a 
a hovel having been by chance built over a/|languor of the circulation which makes their} mere trifle—for every thing temporal and 
spot where a young crocodile reposed in sus-| respiration so slow. St. Hilaire, a first rate | earthly is such—merit being the cause for 
pended anjmation in hardened mud. And he |authority on such subjects, thinks there may | rendering mutually our lives so bitter in every 
mentions that the Indians often find enormous | exist, for such creatures, “ a state of neutrali- way? [Every reader can put this question to 
boas in the same legarthic state, which revive|ty intermediate between life and death—a himself. |—Foreign Journal. 

state into which certain animals are plunged 

in consequence of the stoppage of respiration, ee 

when it takes place under certain circum-| “ Let anger and distaste be far from thee, 
not having any place in thy heart. Let not the 
sun go down on thy wrath.” A. 


* A number of the above instances are gathered 
from a pamphlet entitled “ Considerations on the Vital 
Principle. By John Murray, F.S.A., F.LS.” &c., 

38. * Edinburgh Review, v. 366. 
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For ** The Friend.” 
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY. 

The design of religious Society is to pro- 
mote a life of righteousness amongst the 
members, and by the free exercise of their 
spiritual gifts, the spreading of the kingdom 
of Christ amongst men. When its concerns 
are managed by those whose lives are go- 
verned by the benign spirit and precepts of 
the gospel—who are free from the desire of 
pre-eminence—who scrupulously respect the 
rights of others, and are not forgetting the 
exhortation to prefer others as better than 


themselves, membership in such a body con- | 


fers a blessing, and is of inestimable value— 
love and unity naturally prevail, and there can 
be little disposition to speak unfavourably of 
one another, where no occasion is given. The 
sincerity and the reality of the religion of the 
members will appear, in watching them. 


selves that *h~y uray not be deceived, by sub-| 


stituting their own wills for Divine guidance, 
and also i in watching over those for good, and 


not for evil, whom they consider objects of | 


their charge. 

In a healthy state, where the great pur- 
poses of church government are steadily ad- 
hered to, there can be no desire on the part 
of any to seek to make offenders, to prove 
others in the wrong, rather than listen to their 
plea against dubious allegations, or to exert 
arbitrary means to deprive them of member- 
ship, as dear to them as to their fellow-profes- 
sors. Age and long-tried allegiance to the 
Saviour and his cause, will be tenderly res- 
pected ; and feelings will be cherished to over- 
look slight or doubtful errors, where no defec- 
tion of principle exists. A disposition to vaunt 
over the aged, or to treat with levity or con- 
tempt the conscientious persuasions of youth, 
will not be indulged, being altogether reverse | 
to his spirit and example, who came to give | 
his life a ransom for many—to usher in the) 


dispensation of love, and kindness, and for- | 
bearance, in which they shall not hurt nor | 


destroy in all the Lord’s holy mountain. 
Guided by his Spirit, who came to save that) 


| with proper confidence look to be indued 


with the pure and peaceable wisdom that 
can guard him from imaginary self-import- 
ance, and from trenching upon the rights of 
others. 

Men not influenced by this peaceable wis- 
dom, want the essential qualification to judge 
righteous judgment—they will be governed by 
their wills and passions—they will have a 
cause of their own to manage and support— 
darkness will be put for light, and to the 
humble, but helpless member, distress must be 
the result. The timid yet sincere lovers of 
the Ttuth, and order and sound principle, 
becoming terror-stricken by harsh measures, 


| set at naught, discouraged and hindered from 


| performing their religious duties, would be 
tempted to retire from public service, and 


leave the ground to be occupied by those who 
are countenance by the ruling men, and thus 


robbed of their much-needed aid. 

Such a state may overtake our religious 
Society. It is possible for men to be in the 
wrong, even while they make the highest pro- 
fession of Divine authority for their acts, and 
perform what they do with an extraordinary | 
show of sanctity, that may work upon the | 
feelings, and gain the assent of the credulous; | 
and when this takes place, there can be but a| 
short step to anarchy and dissolution. 

Samuel Fothergill, in a letter to John 
Churchman, speaking of a place once occupied 
by some of the most eminent Friends, says 

that there the head has become the tail—they 
retained the form, but had lost the life and | 
power of godliness—and what has been, may 
be again, in other places. But how contrary | 
would be this lapsed state, to the design of) 


|pact—how opposite to the intention of a 
| church, composed of many members harmo. | 


edifying itself in love ; and those whose duty 
it is to watch over others, doing it in the wis- 
| dom and gentleness of Christ. When one! 
member is honoured by the Great Head, all 





their work would be arres ted, : and the church | 


the Head in forming us into a religious ¢ com- | 


| niously performing their several functions, | 


which is lost, the members of his church will) the others rejoice with it; and when one suf- | 
be employed i in seeking out those who have) fers, the rest suffer with it in the true church. | 
gone astray, for the purpose of winning them| They sympathize with one another, though | 


For ** The Friend.” 


Relics of the Past.—No. 8 


No action will conduce to our everlasting happiness, that is 
not the offspring of a heartfelt conviction of duty. Mere 
outside imitations of the best actions of the best men, will 
never advance the imitator one step nearer heaven. 


WARNER MIFFLIN. 
(Continued from page 182.) 


Warner Mifflin attended the Yearly Meet- 
ing held in the Tenth month, 1781, and took 
an active part in its business. Some weeks 
after his return home, he wrote a letter to a 
Friend, from which the following is ex- 
tracted :— 


“ Kent, y* 16th of Eleventh mo., 1784. 


“ Dear Friend:—I am, and have been in 
|but a poor state of health since the Yearly 
Meeting. It is probable thou hast heard that 
I was taken sick on my way home. [ still 
continue weak, and, at intervals, am very 
poorly. I much desire it may tend to arouse 
| me to a more earnest solicitude for the neces- 
sary preparation for that solemn event that 
awaits all, and which cannot be shunned. I 
| seem in a poor way as to improving, so much 
| so, as to induce me to think sometimes, more 
| affliction is requisite, and will be administered, 
if 1 am worthy to receive it. It is not desi- 
rable, nor desired by me; but there are times 
when I do desire | may not be spared, what- 
'ever Infinite Wisdom sees necessary to fit me 
| for his pleasure. May I be his on his own 
terms.” 
| In this letter, after narrating the many dif- 
ficulties he laboured under, in raising suffi- 
|cient money to pay for a piece of land which 
was partly inclosed by his other estates, and 
which he purchased to get rid of bad neigh- 
bours, he adds :—‘* 1 am under the necessity 
| of raising 1501. speedily, to discharge a bond 
|T gave fora negro, I had a hand in my young 
years in selling.” 

His sickness was succeeded by a very pain- 
ful sore upon his leg, and whilst enduring the 
pain of body, he scomed renewedly drawn into 
|sympathy with his suffering brethren of the 
| African race. He knew that his ancestors 
| had sold negroes into Virginia, and that by the 





| 





money received for them his estate had been 
back into the true fold, rather thandriving them| | separated by sea and land ; they inquire after | y 


out of the pale of religious Society ; and will | 
be preserved from using the authority with 
which they may be int rusted, to annoy, or to| 
lessen the reputation of any, where no viola- 
tion of the discipline has been committed. 


The discipline, applied for its legitimate pur- | 


pose, and under heavenly wisdom, could not 
be made the engine for private grudge to! 
invade the peace and the rights of others, | 
cloaked under a pretext to preserve unity or 
order in the church; but being administered 
by men and women fearing God, and hating 
covetousness after power, popularity, or filthy 
lucre, it would be maintained for the preser- 
vation of all in the unity of the faith, and in 
the bond of peace, and to reclaim the wander- 
er; this would be done in the spirit of meek- 
ness, and a heart-felt tenderness towards all, 
under a deep sense of the danger of getting 
wrong themselves. Such feelings are the 


| been made of a way of hardening wood, so 


| each other’s fare, and freely give themselves | 
|up to suffer with those who are in bonds for | 


| the gospel’s sake, as being bound with them ;| 


| and labour for their strength and fortitude in| 
their afflictions, and that in the Lord’s time 
their bonds may be broken. And they know, 
being in the true faith, that these bonds will | 


away and come to naught. 


Important Discovery.—A_ discovery h 


to give it almost the compactness of iron. 
This, it is said, is done by exhausting the air 
from the wood by an air pump, and ‘then sat- 
urating it with iron and lime, in solution. 
Wood submitted to this process, has been used 
for some time on rail-roads in England, and 





found so firm as to have been scarcely mark- 


only kind in which weak, fall ible man, can| ed by the wheels of the cars. 


be broken, and all oppressors will wither | © 


increased, and he was uneasy at the thought. 

'On the 7th of First month, 1785, he wrote 
thus :—“ I feel my mind engaged to go to 
| Virginia, to labour to obtain the liberty of 
some negroes sold by my predecessors, and 
the descendants of such. I do not see any 
| time more suitable than the present, if I ean 
get my leg well enough to travel.” 

Shortly “after the date of this letter, he was 
enabled to go to Virginia to attend to his con- 
cern, which detained him a few weeks. His 
letters, about this time, speak of the great dif- 


4S ficulties he laboured under respecting the poor 
*S | blacks, who flocked to his house for advice and 


assistance, 


The following is extracted from a letter, 
dated 


“ Kent, Tenth mo., 7th, 1785. 


“Dear Friend :—How good and how pre- 
cious a thing it is for brethren to dwell to- 
I thought I really felt 


gether in unity. 





Something of 

being satisfied 

with me; ane 

my mind that 
a. 


* T have he 
being taken t 
have set off 
thoughts of b 
being with m 
exercise of 
arose in me t 
them. * * 

“It appea 
various respe 
ly-mindednes 
we shall lose 
in our late tr 

Warner 
that a men 
might be pre 
State of Del: 
towards the 
Meeting for 
their judgme 
modified by 
Creek, and | 
then having 
Duck Creel 
Friends resi 
presented tc 
month, 178! 
livered by a 
Warner wa 
turned from 
Virginia. 

“To the 
ware State. 

“The M 
called Qual 
respectfully 

“That | 
oppression | 
many inhat 
parts of thi 
solicitous f 
observe, th 
from them 
sonal freed 

Legislature 

have inter; 

tion of sla 

a persuasi 

house behc 

be contrar 
gation, we 
this very | 
ing it may 
ested atter 
pacity you 
for remov: 
“ It is y 

of whom 
bondage a 
ritory, in 
but throug 
tians have 
tyranny, ‘ 
forced fre 
from their 
jected to 
distress ; 








THE FRIEND. 


189 


Something of this in thy last letter to me, | are now groaning under oppressive bondage in | 


being satisfied that thou hadst a true sympathy 
with me; and thy letter afforded a relief to 
my mind that I cannot readily express. 

* * * * * * 

“ T have had a pretty close turn of sickness ; 
being taken the afternoon before I intended to 
have set off for the Yearly Meeting. The 
thoughts of being debarred the satisfaction of 
being with my friends, added no little to the 
exercise of my mind; and the suggestion 
arose in me that I was not worthy to be with 
thes. °° .* 

“It appears to me to be a trying day in 
various respects, and such a torrent of world- 
ly-mindedness, that I am at times almost afraid 
we shall lose a great part of what was gained 
in our late troubles.” 

Warner Mifflin had felt a concern of mind 
that a memorial on the subject of slavery 
might be presented to the Legislature of the 
State of Delaware ; and having drawn one up, 
towards the close of 1785; he sent it to the 
Meeting for Sufferings in Philadelphia, for 
their judgment and reyision. It was somewhat 
modified by the Monthly Meeting of Duck 
Creek, and by the Meeting for Sufferings, and 
then having been approved by Wilmington and 
Duck Creek Meetings, was signed by many 
Friends resident in the State of Delaware, and 
presented to the Assembly early in the First 
month, 1786. It appears to have been de- 


this government. 

* It is also known that many religious per- 
sons among us, of different denominations, 
from a conviction of the abominable and com- 
plicated evil of holding them in slavery, have 


been induced to manumit and restore them to | 


liberty ; but former legislators in this govern- 
ment, actuated by mistaken policy, or-other 
motives, have increased the difficulty by en- 
hancing the security required to indemnify the 
public against the charge of providing for 
them, in case of their falling into want, which 
is thought unreasonable, and therefore seldom 
complied with, as healthy negroes set at liber- 
ty, in the prime of life, are mostly subject to 


immediate taxation, by which, contributing to | 
the common charges of the community, they | 


are justly entitled to the common privileges of 
other freemen. Contrary to which, on being 
apprehended for misdemeanors, they have been 
denied an open trial, and convicted on unequal 
laws, and other modes prescribed, different 
from what are provided for the common benefit 
of other members of civil community ; and the 
cost arising therefrom, and the damages ad- 


abolitionist, frequently points to the degraded 
state of the free blacks, and insists, as a plea 
for the anti-christian system of slavery, that 
many are placed in a worse condition than 
before they obtained their freedom. Although 
we do not admit that their situation, however 
destitute, is any proof of the rectitude of hope- 
less bondage, yet it may be wise to permit 
their argument, as well as the wants of our 
uneducated brethren, to prompt to every effort 
proper for us to make, to enlighten and ex- 
pand their minds by a suitable course of Jite- 
rary, scientific, and religious instruction. If 
,a lot were obtained conveniently located, and 
ja building of ample accommodations erected, 
to admit of classifying the scholars, not only 
| the elementary parts of an English education, 
|but the mathematics and the classics might 
|be taught, and much benefit be conferred on 
|many of that people. 

Great change has taken place in a large 
number of the coloured citizens of Philadel- 
phia within the last fifty years, as regards 
learning, the acquisition of the comforts of 
life, and their character for sobriety, probity, 
and it may be hoped, the possession of vital 


| 





judged, have been considered as debts against | religion. But, as it is among the white popu- 
their former masters, by whom they were | lation, hundreds of their children are growing 
emancipated, under the plea of neglecting to|up with few opportunities of improvement, 
give the security by law required. Whereby under the restraint and care of pious parents, 
some who could not, consistent with a good and these, unless placed in schools, may con- 


conscience, retain them in bondage, have been | tribute to the mass of dissipation, debauchery 


livered by a number of Friends, among whom | made liable to heavy penalties. 


Warner was probably one. He had just re- 


‘ Instances have also occurred of some who 


turned from another of his visits of mercy to | had restored their slaves to freedom, unjustly 


Virginia. The memorial was as follows :— 

“To the General Assembly of the Dela- 
ware State. 

“The Memorial and Address of the People 
called Quakers, inhabitants in the said state, 
respectfully sheweth : 

“That having been long affected with the 
oppression exercised over the black people by 
many inhabitants of this state, as also in other 


parts of this continent, we have been anxiously | minds may be influenced by Divine wisdom | 


solicitous for their relief, and with satisfaction 
observe, that a sense of the evil of withholding 


from them their just and natural right of per- | 


sonal freedom hath so far prevailed, that the 


Legislatures in several of the United States! they had been in the way of their duty, and | cation, as far as is in his power. 


have interposed their authority for the aboli- 
tion of slavery. Encouraged by which, and 
a persuasion that divers members of your 
house behold the enslaving our fellow-men to 
be contrary to every Christian and moral obli- 
gation, we take the liberty to address you on 
this very important subject; earnestly desir- 
ing it may claim your most serious, disinter- 
ested attention; and that in a Legislative ca- 
pacity you will be pleased to apply a remedy 
for removing the reproachful evil. 

“ It is well known that the Africans, many 
of whom have been inhumanly brought into 
bondage among us, possess a considerable ter- 


but through the avarice of professed Chris- 
tians have been encouraged in oppression and 
tyranny, one over another, and after being 


forced from their native country, separated | 


from their nearest connections in life, are sub- 


reclaiming, and again reducing them to a 
state of bondage. 
“We therefore entreat you to take the 


and riot, greatly increasing in our country. 
If it is necessary to provide schools for the 
right education of white children, and to 
guard them from the contaminations of a cor- 
rupt world, the parents of whom are fully 
aware of the importance of all these means to 


afflicted case of the oppressed negroes in this | form the character, and to preserve the morals 


state under your mature consideration, and 
grant them such relief as justice, humanity, 
the common natural rights of mankind, and, 
above all, the precepts and injunctions of the 
Christian religion require, Desiring that your 

| for your direction, 
“ We are your respectful friends,” &c. 





of the child; how much more imperative is the 
duty, where the coloured man is placed under 
disadvantages, which disable him perhaps in 
the first place from clearly seeing the need of 
this care, and if he duly feels it, prevent him 
from acquiring the means for instituting 
| schools to carry into effect the godly concern 
\for his offspring. ‘The white man must make 


The committee who presented this address | this provision for his coloured brother, and 





\to the Legislature, were well satisfied that | bestow upon him the blessings of a right edu- 


| thought that it was productive of good. 
(To be continued.) 


For ** The Friend.” 
SCHOOLS FOR COLOURED PEOPLE. 


| Friend,” is constantly proved by the variety 
of useful information conveyed through its 
columns. Even the revival of transactions 
long gone by, showing the industry and ener- 
'gy of our forefathers in the cause of religion 


to similar deeds productive of like good re- 
sults. One of the advantages of bringing to 
light the history of the Willing’s Alley Semi- 
nary, should be the incitement of Friends in 
this city to adopt further measures for the 





The necessity of such a paper as “ The| 


|and benevolence, may animate their posterity | 
ritory, in which they enjoyed their freedom, | 


mental improvement of our coloured popula- | 


How many, 

to a greater or less extent, are procuring their 
wealth and their comforts by trading in the 
| products of the labour of the coloured man? 
‘and how reasonable would be the return, to 
lendeavour to rouse him up to the consider- 
|ation that as an accountable being, created to 
glorify God on earth, and to be forever blessed 
with him in eternity—it is his duty to live in 
| the fear of his Creator—to improve his time 
fand his talents, that he may be useful to him- 
iself and his fellow-man. How inconsider- 
able, compared with the wealth derived from 
manufacturing and trading in cotton alone, 
would be the expense of suitable seminaries 
for the instruction of coloured children under 
well qualified religious tutors. 

Much is said, and well said, on behalf of 
the rights of the slave ; but declaiming against 
ithe sin of slavery, is not all that is required 
of us. And if we mean what we say on that 





jected to a state of abject slavery and severe|tion. We must be aware that the slave- subject, and sincerely desire the real and per- 


distress ; many of whom, and their offspring, | holder, assailed by tle denunciations of the | manent welfare of the cruelly-treated children 


es 
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of Africa, although it is not within our reach 
we can for those who have been liberated, | 
and those who never were in bondage. Per- 
haps one of the most effectual aids in bring- 
ing about the emancipation of the Southern | 
slaves, would be found in a well educated and 
enlightened body of their own people, whose | 
efforts, and whose character and example, | 
would add force to the appeals of the philan- 
thropist and the Christian white man. Al- 
though one institution would educate but a) 
small part of our coloured inhabitants, yet it 
would furnish qualified teachers to supply | 


| them, 


Ww hen any ‘member i is observed 
be neglecting or trampling on any of our 


faithfulness. 
to educate the slave, yet we ought to do what | to 


| testimonies, Monthly Meetings ought to treat 


with such in a most tender and affectionate 
manner ; they should be warned, advised, and 


|counselled in brotherly kindness; and no 


labour which offers any promise of being suc- 
cessful, ought to be spared, to convince ‘them 
of the error of their ways. But if these 
efforts fail, the meeting should proceed against 
Why should they be with us, when 
they plainly are not of us? As in the natural 
frame, so it is in the spiritual, when a mem- 
| ber becomes useless and dead, it had better 


other schools, or who would open seminaries | be cut off than to remain, and thus gradually 


of their own. This would add to the means 
of providing a respectable living, and of 
spreading a taste for learning among the peo- 
ple of colour. 





—_ 
For “‘ The Friend.” 
EPISTLE 


From North Carolina Yearly Meeting of | 
Friends held at New Garden, in Guilford 
county, from the 6th to the 10th of the 
Eleventh mo., 1843, 


To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings con- 
stituting the same. 


Dear Friends:—Having been once more 
permitted to assemble in the capacity of a 
Yearly Meeting, and to transact the various 
concerns of Society in brotherly love and har- | 
mony, we have thought it best to transmit a 
few lines to our subordinate meetings, by way 
of giving them a view of the labour of the 
body, and encouraging them to renewed dili- 


draw away the body from its condition of 
purity and sound health. 

The testimony to plainness in dress and 
address, is also one of great importance. Be- 
sides the intrinsic beauty of simplicity, we 
cannot but believe that it acts as a very great 
safeguard to the young, preserving them 
from vain and wicked company, and many 
things of a hurtful tendency. 
our Society, who have been properly trained 
in this respect, cannot enter into these things 
with freedom ; their speech and dress agreeth 
not thereto. And we do most tenderly advise 
all our junior members, to be very careful not 
to indulge themselves in the foolish customs 
and fashions of the world, and before they 
give up to swerve from our testimonies, seri- 
ously and candidly to consider, whether all 
they gain thereby, will add any thing to their 
peace of mind in a dying day. 

We have also felt a fresh concern at this | 


| come prepared for that blessed state of which 
the apostle speaks, when he says, * Eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it enter- 
ed into the heart of man, to conceive the good 
things which God hath laid up in store for 
them that love him.” 

Signed on behalf and by direction of the 
meeting aforesaid, by 

Aaron Sratker, 
Clerk to the Meeting. 


Memorial of the Monthly Meeting of New 
York, concerning Samve Parsons. 





For the benefit of survivors, we are some- 
times led to commemorate the lives of those 
who through devotedness to the cause of truth 
and righteousness in the earth, have walked 
uprightly before men, seeking after durable 
riches, and a well-grounded hope of a happy 
immortality. 

The above reflections are induced by the 
removal from works to rewards of our much 


The youth of|loved and highly valued friend Samuel Par- 


|sons. He was the son of James and Mary 
Parsons, members of this meeting,—was born 
on the 8th of Eighth month, 1774, and en- 
joyed the advantages of a religiously guarded 
education. He was remarkable, even in early 
| childhood, for tenderness of spirit and correct 
|deportment, and for dutiful and affectionate 
conduct to his friends and relations. He re- 
| frained from the amusements common to that 
period of life, and was careful to avoid asso. 
ciating with such as were inclined to spend 


5 
their hours in levity and folly. He very early 





time, to advise all our Friends, both elder and | |submitted to the influence of the Spirit of 





gence in the maintainance of our religious tes- 
timonies. 

Among the most important deficiencies may 
be mentioned, the neglect by some in the at- 
tendance of our meetings for worship and dis- 
cipline,—and the violation of our well-known 


younger, to be faithful in the ‘support of our | Truth, as appears from his diary, which was 
testimony against an hireling ministry; con-| commenced about the nineteenth year of his 


vinced as wevare, that the running after the 
\lo heres, and lo theres, and giving coun- 
tenance to those who officiate in the ministry 
for pecuniary reward, is very much calcula- 


testimony, in respect of simplicity in dress and | ted to retard our growth in the Truth. 


address ;—and it is earnestly advised, that all 


parents and heads of families should examine 
how far they have discharged their duties to 
those under their care in these particulars. 
We have ever held the duty of assembling 
ourselves for the purpose of Divine worship as 
one of the first importance ; and we think it 
incumbent on parents, as far as they are able, 


to provide the way for their children, and/a 


those of whom they have charge, to attend our | 
meetings. We were led to consider why it 
was that Friends, when they first came forth 
to be a people, and were subjected to cruel 
persecutions, were so much more firm in ad- 
hering to their principles, than some are at 
the present day ; and we believe it was owing 
to the fact, that under the circumstances of 
persecution and hardship to which they were 
subjected, few or none would take upon them 
the name of our Society, unless they were 
true to the faith, and desirous of becoming 
living members of the church of Christ. And 
we do most earnestly invite Monthly Meet- 
ings, in particular, to consider whether mem- 
bers of any other sort are not as it were a dead 
weight to the body. Monthly Meetings being | 


depends om their discharging their duties with 


The importance of a daily perusal of the 
Holy Scriptures was also considered by us at 
this time; and we were lead to fear that it is 
too much neglected by our members general. | 
lly. We have thought that if parents and 
| heads of families were in the constant prac- 
| tice, at least once a day, of assembling those 
about them, and in a reverent manner reading 
portion of these blessed writings, it would | 
result in great good to us as a people. 
Scripture,” saith the apos stle, “is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doc- 


minds on these occasions, 


upon the waters, 
many days.” 





no man can work. 


“ All| 


thoroughly furnished to all good works,” 
These valuable books we would 


Finally, we affectionately entreat all our|the age of twenty-one years. 


endeavour to do their work while it is day, | vailed ; 
the executive part of Society, very much| remembering that the night cometh wherein day calls loudly for a reformation. 


age, and continued till within a few months 
of his decease, We make the following ex- 
tracts :— 

“ Sixth month, 1795.—I view the youthful 
and the gay around me pursuing happiness in 
the crowds of business or the haunts of pleas- 
ure. I see many of my own age spend their 
| hours in pleasure (falsely so called) too dearly 
bought by the sacrifice of peace of mind. 
There have been seasons in my life, when 
those things would have pleased, ‘but the sy are 
no more. I now feel that something more is 
requisite to satisfy a reasoning mind—an i im- 
‘mortal soul. There are seasons when the 
| Divine Monitor speaks in a tone so command- 
ing that it will be heard. Unhappy are those 
who i in the hour of health neglect the still 





trine, for reproof, for instruction in righteous- | small voice till disease approaches them, when 
ness, that the man of God may be perfect, 


placed on a languishing bed, misery and sor- 
row, pain and regret are their portion. May 


exhort | these hours, by timely reflection, be averted 
Friends to read for themselves, and those |— may I prepare in the bloom of youth for 
under their care, for we cannot doubt that | the approach of death; 
many of the impressions made on their tender 
will be as “a nail 
fastened in a sure place ;” like “ bread cast 
which will be found after 


that so, when the 
inevitable hour arrives, I may sink into rest, 
in the sweet confidence that God is still gra- 
cious, and that his mercies fail not.” 

“ Eighth month, 8, 1795.—This is the an- 
niversary of my birth—on this day I attain 
On retrospec- 


members to be faithful, to be diligent, and to|tion—I find that folly and weakness have pre- 
The present 
Since the 
That thus we may be-/last anniversary of my birth, many whom I 


but let the past suffice. 
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have known, have been numbered with the 
dead, amongst whom an intimate of my own 
age claims most my sympathetic recollection. 
I believe it is designed by Almighty Wisdom 
that the removal of our friends should impress 
on our minds the prospect of death, which 
amidst the bustle of business, and the dissipa- 
tion of gaiety, is too seldom viewed but at a 
distance.” 

* Eighth month, 27.—The merciful visita- 
tion of the Father of all was extended to me 


in an unusual manner, and [ felt a disposition | about the forty-first year of his age. Being 


wrought in me to devote my life to the ser- 
; ; ; 

vice of my Creator. May I be favoured 
with strength from on high to walk in the 
path that leads to peace, and in meekness and | 


myself in singleness of heart to His cause—| 


and be made willing to spend and be spent, to} 


labour and travail, that the peculiar testimo- | 
nies given us to bear, may be spread.” 

While endeavouring to fill up the measure 
of his allotment, his spirit was often baptized | 
into suffering, with the suffering seed, and 


Zion, he became qualified to “ speak a word 
in season,” and came forth in the ministry 


cgreful in the exercise of his gift, he experi- 
ebced an enlargement, becoming an accept- 
able minister of the gospel; and as an advo- 
cate for “ that faith which was once delivered 





humility pursue my journey through this vale 
of trial.” 

“ Fourth month, 1796.—Animated by the 
hope of eternal peace, may I press forward 
through the varied tribulations of time with 
an eye turned to the Father of all, who can 
alone preserve in the hour of conflict, and 
shield from danger in the day of battle. ‘Trust 
in the Lord, O my soul, worship and adore 
Him, whose creative power hath formed thee, 
whose protecting arm sustaineth and support- 
eth thee.” 

*“ Ninth month, 1797.—The overshadow- 
ing influence of Heavenly regard, hath rested 
on my mind ; and reflecting on the many dan- 
gers and sorrows that surround the traveller 
through this vale of trial, I have been hens 
in supplication to the Father of all, that his 
paternal superintendence may not cease to di- 
rect me, and that in my passing through life, | 
I may seek unto him for light to dispel my | 
mental darkness, and to enable me, in every 
situation, to resign myself to His holy will.” 

Continued memoranda show the operative 
power of Divine grace upon his mind, quali- 
fying him for uniting with his friends in the 
support of our Christian testimonies, and for 
the various stations in Society, which he had 





to the saints,” he was prepared to sound the 
alarm when innovations were made in our 
borders, as will appear by the following ex- 
tracts :-— 

“ Third month, 1821.—If we deny the eter- 
nity and infinite power of the Son of God, we 
cease to be Christians. We may be Unita- 
rians—we may be Deists, and trust in the 
sufficiency of human reason. ‘ Beware lest 
any man spoil you through philosophy and 
vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after 
the rudiments of the world, and not after 
Christ.’ ” 

* Third month, 1826.—What a mercy it is 
to receive into our hearts, Christ as our Sa- 
viour and Redeemer, not only from the penalty 
but from the power of sin—to feel His spirit 
bearing witness with our spirits, that we are 
His, and that we have taken Him to be our 
Saviour, and acknowledge Him to be indeed 
the Son of God with power.” 


(To be concluded.) 





For “‘ The Friend.” 
THE LATE AWFUL EVENT. 
I presume most if not all the readers of 
“The Friend” have before this time either 


so usefully filled. He was early appointed to| read or heard of the dreadful accident which 
the important station of an overseer, which he| occurred on board the United States War 


acceptably filled for many years. 
Ia the year 1806, he was married to Mary | 


Steamer Princeton on the 28th of last month. 
The following, extracted from an account 


Bowne, daughter of John and Anne Bowne, | written at Washington, and published in 
of Flushing, Long Island. This connection|one of our city papers, is however offered 
proved to be an union of spirit and of heart. | for insertion in its columns, accompanied with | denly and unexpectedly sent out of time into 
‘The guarded religious education of their chil- la few reflections which have presented them- | eternity, it would be well for all, who by pre- 
dren was an united exercise, preferring their | selves in connection with the mournful event.| cept or example are giving sanction or sup- 


present good and everlasting welfare to the| 


' . . . 
| ‘Inthe whole course of our lives it has 


iio ae san { —_* . ‘ 
more detached from the world, and devote ;many as on similar discharges in the morn- 


ing. 

‘ The gun was fired. The explosion was 
followed, before the smoke cleared away so 
as to observe its effect, by shricks of wo 
which announced a dire calamity. The gun 
had burst, at a point three or four feet from 
the breech, and scattered death and desolation 


being livingly concerned for the prosperity of | around. A. P. Upshur, Secretary of State ; T. 


W. Gilmer, so recently placed at the head of 
the Navy; Commodore Kennon, one of its 


| gallant officers; Virgil Maxcy, lately return- 
|ed from a diplomatic residence at the Hague; 


Col. Gardener, of New York, (formerly a 
member of the Senate of that State,) were 
among the slain. Besides these, seventeen 
seamen were wounded, several of them badly, 
and probably mortally. 

“The above are believed to comprise the 
whole of the persons known to the public 
who were killed, or dangerously or seriously 
hurt. 

“« The scene upon the deck may more easily 
be imagined than described. Nor can the 
imagination picture to itself the half of its 
horrors. Wives, widowed in an instant by 
the murderous blast! Daughters smitten with 
the heart-rending sight of their fathers’ life- 
less corpses! The wailings of agonized fe- 
males! The piteous grief of the unhurt, but 
heart-stricken spectators! ‘The wounded sea- 
men borne down below! The silent tears and 
quivering lips of their brave and honest com- 
rades, who tried in vain to subdue or to con- 
ceal their feelings! What words can ade- 
quately depict a scene like this?” 

Seldom, within my recollection, has any 
catastrophe, involving the loss of life, created 
a deeper and more wide spread sensation than 
that above narrated. It is indeed an event 
well calculated to soften the feelings and sub- 
due the passions, while it calls loudly upon 
the community to consider the horrors and 
sinfulness of the system which has given birth 
to it, and to reflect how far they are individu- 
ally implicated in its fearful agency, by giving 
it their support. 

While indulging in the sympathy which it 
becomes us to entertain for the bereaved rela- 
tives and friends of those, who were thus sud- 





| port to the lawfulness and propriety of war, to 


uncertain riches of a vain and fleeting world.|never fallen to our lot to announce to our| reflect that the tragedy they deplore may be 


Our dear Friend continuing to walk in hu- 
mility and godly fear, became “ quick of dis- 
cernment,” and qualified to “stand as a 
watchman upon the walls.” He was ap- 
pointed to the station of elder about the thir- 
ty-fourth year of his age; concerning which 
he writes :— 

* Sixth of Tenth month, 1808.—On being 
appointed to the station of an elder in the 
church, my heart was bowed in a sense of the 
awfulness of the charge, and the great degree 
of circumspection needful to walk answerably 
thereunto. O may I be enabled so to conduet, 
that no reproach may be brought on the pro- 
fession of the truth on my account; but that 
being called to this trust, and feeling the Di- 
Vine anointiog therein, | may live more and 


| readers a more shocking calamity—shocking 
jin all its circumstances and concomitanis— 
| than that which occurred on board the United 
|States Ship Princeton yesterday afternoon 
| (28th ult.) whilst under way in the river Po- 
tomac, fourteen or fifteen miles below this 
city. 

“ During the passage down, one of the 
|large guns on board (carrying a ball of 225 
| pounds) was fired more than once ; exhibiting 

the great power and capacity of that formida- 
|ble weapon of war. ‘The vessel was on her 
way up the river, opposite to the fort, where 
Captain Stockton consented to fire another 
shot from the same gun, around and near 
which, to observe its effects, many persons 
had gathered, though, by no means, so 


| considered as one of its legitimate consequen- 
| ces, and but a miniature picture of the dread- 
| ful misery it inflicts. We shrink instinctively 
| from the horrid scene of mutilation and death 
which the account depicts, and turn with dis- 
may from imagining the bitter and unutter- 
able grief of the “ widowed wives,” and 
|‘ smitten daughters,” who saw the nearest 
and dearest objects of their affection torn 
from them in a moment, and consiened to the 
cold embrace of death. But for what was the 
deadly instrument designed and made, for 
what the “noble ship” built, and with ber 
whole armament equipt, but to effect the same 
carnage and distress? ‘True, it was not con- 
templated that those who have now fallen 
should be the victims. But the same havoc 
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of human life; the same desolation of hu- 
man happiness and human affections, which 
has so shocked the public mind, and moved 
its sensibilities, is precisely what the public 
purposed to effect, by constructing the vessel 
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From the Episcopal! Recorder. 
UNITY. 


“ One Lord, one faith, one baptism.”-—Ephesians iv. 5. 

“That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and 
[ in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may 
believe that thou hast sent me.”—John xvii. 21. 


and arming her with her murderous enginery. | _ “et us love one another, for love is of God."—1 John 


It was, I believe, on board this same vessel, 
when launched a short time ago, that one 
professing to be a minister of the Gospel of 
peace, in offering up a petition to the throne 
of mercy, implored that the Divine blessing 
might rest upon it, and his preserving care be 
over it, that so it might not bear the sword in 
vain, &c. It would be well for him and for 
all entertaining similar views and feelings, to 
allow this awful visitation to bring home to 
their bosoms some sense of the dreadful suf- 
fering the vessel is intended to inflict ; and 
while thus in some little measure realizing the 
horrors of war, to ask themselves, whether it 
can be supposed that the blessing of Him who 
came to save men’s lives, will ever rest upon 
such bloody work, and such fell contrivances. 

Such is the blindness and inconsistency of 
man, that many who turn with fearfulness 
from contemplating the sacrifice of so many 
valuable lives, and whose hearts are saddened 
with a sense of the awfulness of so sudden a 
summons from the gaities of the festive board 
to the dread tribunal of the just Judge, will 
nevertheless speak with complacency, and 
even with praise of the scenes of death and 
carnage with which war abounds. And yet 
how few have fallen here, compared with the 
thousands who pour out their lives amid the 
rage, the violence, and all the agony of battle. 
What would we think of the man, who, upon 
hearing of the recital of the dreadful scene on 
board the Princeton, the loss of life, and the 
distress to which it has given rise, should ex- 
ult and rejoice in it, and pretend to offer up 
thanksgiving to a merciful Creator, because 
he had permitted such slaughter to take 
place? Would we not deem him dead to the 
best feelings of humanity, and turn away with | 
a thrill of horror from such heartless depra- | 
vity? And yet had this same instrument of| 





destruction, in accordance with the design for 
which it was made and placed on board the | 
ship, scattered death and anguish among ten 
times the number of our fellow-creatures, 
whom we might have been instructed to call | 
our enemies, it would, by many, be thought 
cause for exultation and rejoicing. 

Let us bear in remembrance that in His| 
sight, whose ways are equal, human life is of | 
equal value, and that we cannot lessen its | 
worth, either with him who gave it, or with 
any portion of those who enjoy it, by profes- 
sing to consider them as our enemies. Though 
our sympathies may not be so immediately, 
or so deeply enlisted for the thousands who 
fall in battle, as it appears to be for the few) 
who have been so appallingly stricken down, 
as in our very midst; yet life is as dear and 
as important to the former, as it was to the 
latter; and there are few, if any, who perish 
there, but who leave behind them some who 
love them as tenderly, and mourn them as 
sincerely, as do the friends of those over 
whom the grave has just closed. 





Cc. 


iV. @- 


1, One baptism, and one faith, 
One Lord, below, above! 
The fellowship of Zion hath 
One only watchword,—love. 
From different Temples through it rise, 
One song ascendeth to the skies. 


2. Our Sacrifice is one ; 
One Priest before the Throne,— 
The crucified, the risen Son, 
Redeemer, Lord alone! 
And sighs from contrite hearts that spring, 
Our chief, our choicest offering. 


3. Ob, why should they who love 
One Gospel to unfold ; 

Who look for one bright home above, 
On earth, be strange and cold ?— 
Why, subjects of the Prince of Peace, 

In strife abide, and bitterness ? 


4. Oh, may that holy prayer, 
His tenderest and His last, 
The utterance of His latest care, 
Ere to His throne He pass’d,— 
No longer unfulfill’d remain, 
The world’s offence, His people’s stain ! 
5. Head of Thy Church bencath, 
The catholic,—the true,— 
On her disjointed members breathe, 
Her broken frame renew ! 
Then shall Thy perfect will be done, 
When Christians love and live as one. 


E. Rosinson, 


Experiments in Raising Potatoes.—Elisha 
Williams, of Argyle, Penobscot county, Me., 
took a small quantity of potatoes last spring, 
and divided each potato into four equal parts, 
planting the butt end, the seed end, and the 
two centre pieces, each separate, and the pro- 
duce was, from the butt ends, forty pounds; 
from the seed ends sixty-two pounds; and 
from the centre pieces, both together, one 


hundred and sixty pounds—showing the supe- 


riority of the centre pieces by fifly-eight 
pounds in the quantity planted.——New Eng- 
land Farmer. 


The following frightful statement as to 
the spiritual ignorance and woe now existing in 
Liverpool, was lately made at a meeting of the 
town mission there. “ There are sixty-five 


|thousand adults who never enter a place of 


worship, except at a marriage or funeral ; 


| twelve thousand adults cannot read ; fourteen 


thousand families have not a solitary frag- 
ment of the Bible, and twenty-five thousand 
go to no school whatever.”——Foreign paper. 
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THIRD MONTH, 9, 1844. 





The recent awful catastrophe which has 
produced so great a shock at the seat of go- 
vernment, and throughout the country, we 
had intended suitably to notice ; this intention 
has been anticipated by the communication of 
a correspondent inserted in page 191. 


We have at different times objected to pub- 
lish obituary notices of children very young 
in years, unless some peculiar circumstances 
seemed to render such a course proper, even 
when our sympathies have been keenly awa- 
kened ; but our friends forget these objections, 
and forward such notices for insertion in our 
columns, subjecting us to the unpleasant duty 
of passing them by. Such a case is now be- 
fore us, in which it would be very consonant 
to our feelings to comply with the request— 
but it would be opening a door we could not 
close without the appearance of partiality ; and 
we desire it to be borne in mind, that notices 
of the deaths of very young children, as a 
general rule, are inadmissible. 


Correction.—In an obituary notice on page 
152 of the present volume of our journal, the 
name Richard Bassett was printed for Rich- 
ard Barrett. Correspondents are desired to 


be particular plainly to write names and 
places. 


TRACT ASSOCIATION OF FRIENDS. 


An annual meeting of the Tract Associa- 
tion of Friends, will be held on the evening 
of Fourth-day, the 13th of Third month, at 
half past seven o’clock, in the Committe- 
Room, Mulberry Street Meeting-house. 


Josern Kure, Clerk. 
Third month, 1844. 


COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION. 


The Yearly Meeting’s Committee on Edu- 
cation will meet on Sixth-day, the 15th inst., 
at 3 o’clock p. M., in the committee-room in 
Mulberry street. 

Dantet B. Sara, Clerk. 

Third mo., 1844. 


ASYLUM. 


A stated meeting of “ The Contributors to 
the Asylum for the relief of persons deprived 
of the use of their reason,” will be held on 
Fourth-day afternoon, Third month, 13th, at 
3 o’clock, at the Committee-room, Mulberry 
Street Meeting-house. 


Samvet Mason, Clerk. 


A young woman between the ages of six- 
teen and seventeen wishes a situation in a 


dry-goods store. Inquire at the office of 
“The Friend.” 


Marriep, at Friends’ Meeting, Cane Creek, Orange 
county, N. C., on the 25th of First mo.#644, Sinton M. 
Dixon, son of Benjamin and Ruth Dixon, to Hannan 
Srovt, daughter of Thomas and Sarah Stout, both of 
Chatham county, and members of said mecting. 





, at Friends’ -Meeting-house, Mulberry street, 
on Fifth-day, the 29th of Second month, Josern R. 
Jenks, to Ann Exy, both of this city. 
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